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Ν KAYSEN: What's your own judgment on that? If by good for- 
| ᾿ tune, or whatever other means, we had never under- 
taken the operation, it had been quashed instead of 
executed, do you think yourself that Cuba would nave died down’ 

as a political problem? 


SORENSEN: No. But I don't believe that it would have been 
raised to quite the same intensity. 


KAYSEW: But would it be your feeling that it was there and, 
therefore, the cppesiticon would find it useful? 


SORENSEN: I think the opposition would have talxed about Cuba 
regardless, just as they did after the President's 
victory in the missile crisis, and just as πὸ did 
prior to his taking office. 


KAYSEN: Of course, the Bay of Pigs operation did mean in 
political terms that from being an Eisenhower lia- 
bility, it became a Kennedy liability. 


τ» 


SORENSEN: Much more so, that's correct. 
REAVYSEN: While I want to return tc this a little later, to 


what extent did the President view the October 22nc 
crisis as a natural consequence of the Bay of Figs 


operation? 
SORENSEN >= How do you mean? 
KAYSEN: Well, let me put it this way. An argument wnich has 


been made in the European press quite widely is that 
the Bay of Pigs events led Castro to [Nikité 5.]} 
Khrushcnev very strongly for means of defense, and it was 
Castro's pressure on Khrushchev which, at least initially, led 
to the sequence of decisions which had their isSue in October 1962. 


SORE!::SEIN : Well, 1 now sce the ccnnection, but it jumps a 
series of steps tn which the Bay of Pigs contrinuted, 
but for which the Bay cf Pi was not solely re- 

sponsible. The Bay of Pigs, as I indic Li i 

Cuba eS a political issue in this count 


issue in this country, helped lead to a aqreat deal of war hawk 
talk in the Congress anc elsewhere. The war hawk talks in the 
Congress and elsewnere mey well have heJped influence Castro! 
plee to the Soviet Union for some bold means of defense, and 
that request πᾶν, in turn, have been one of the reasons that 
the misSSiics were sent to Cuba. But I think it stretches the 
point too far to say that the missile crisis, therefore, was the 
logical result of the Bay of Pigs crisis, and I never heard 
the Presiaent express that point of view. 


RAYSEN: Well, perhans that's the important moint. Whether 
Li was an argument which is reasonuble oz not, it 
WaG m0t an argumene which figured in Presiden 
Kennedy's mind to your knowlcdge? 

SORENS LUN: That's correct. 

KAYSEN: Before we leave the EBay of Pigs, let's discuss a 
little the aftermath of the Ἐὰν of To what 
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